
EAST MEETS WEST 
More than a century ago, Chinese started to study in England and they are cultivated 
with Western civilisation, whereas the government of Britain established a colony in 
Hong Kong connecting China to the rest of the world. The piano trio, East Meets 
West, is inspired by the Hung Hing Ying Building in Hong Kong under such 
historical context and hybridity. 

The building is inherited from the neoclassicism and Edwardian Baroque 
architecture, with an oriental sense of emptiness. This forms the musical materials of 
the piece. Musically, its chordal piano writings imitate the entrance portico, whereas 
its resonance provides space for audience to enjoy the plain white pandiatonic sonority 
as if they are viewing the inner vast white dome from the bottom. Ultimately, the 
composer attempts to combine the aesthetics of orientalism and the aesthetics of 
British music and architecture in early 20th century in a coherent form. 

SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
  ord. ordinary playing 

p.o. position ordinary 
  pizz. pizzicato 

m.v. molto vibrato 
n.v. no vibrato 
c.l.b. col legno battuto 
s.t. sul tasto 
s.p. sul ponticello 

  gl. glissando 
highest possible note 

indicates a rapid repeated arpeggiation of the given pitches in the 
direction shown by the arrow, for the whole duration specified; e.g. 
the violin part in bar 21 would be played approximately as follow: 
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East Meets West

David Ho-yi CHAN (2017)

Commissioned by the Musicus Society for the Musicus Heritage Concert Series in 5th Musicus Fest, 2017

Inspired by the Hung Hing Ying Building at the University of Hong Kong
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